City of Garfield Council Meeting August 12, 2025 Prayer & Pledge of Allegiance
Call to Order: 6:01PM
Roll Call- Roll called by Recorder-Treasurer Christal Allen Council Member Smead-Attending via phone
Council Member Rambo-Present Council Member Teeselink-Present Council Member Kitterman-Present
Guests and Visitors
Gina Kingston addressed the council regarding agenda items 7 & 8, expressing her desire for Wild Honey Drive to be privatized and finish paving Pinebrook West
Joy Sawyer provided an update on Garfield Scholars' Academy. She advised that Stanley and Dorthy Williams purchased the property and donated it to the school. Grand opening/reunion is scheduled for August 16, 2025. First day of class is August 20, 2025.
Minutes City Council Meeting July 8, 2025
Council Member Kitterman moved to approve July 8, 2025, council meeting minutes as presented. Second, by Council Member Teeselink
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
Committee Reports
Planning Commission-July 17, 2025, Planning Commission meeting minutes were provided to the council.
Water Department-July unaccounted for water loss 22.39%. Systems Totals Report and BWRPWA report were provided to council members. Repair of leak on Dennis Mitchell Rd is scheduled to begin August 13tN_
Code Enforcement- Mayor Blackburn reported no building permits were received in July, he spent time with contractors looking at roads to obtain bids for repairs.
Council Member Kitterman moved to approve committee reports as read. Second, by Council Member Rambo.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
Request to Privatize Wild Honey Drive
Council Member Kitterman moved to change the order of business to agenda item number 8. Second, by Council Member Smead.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council
Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
Mayor Blackburn presented documentation from the Ashmore Creek South POA who voted to dedicate the roads in Ashmore Creek Subdivision to the City of Garfield. Garfield City Ordinance 175 confirming the city's acceptance of the dedication by the Ashmore South Subdivision POA was presented.

Unfinished Business
Update - Garfield Scholars Academy- Mayor Blackburn reported that ARDOT will be moving the school zone signs. Joy Sawyer gave Mayor Blackburn permission to contact the Rogers Public School Superintendent regarding the district no longer using the Garfield Scholars' Academy property for a pickup and drop-off location for students of the Rogers Public School District.

Performance Services Installation Contract- Donnie Chambers with Performance Services addressed the
council, commenting and answering questions regarding the updated proposed contract.
Douglas Sutton, water board member, and Garfield resident James Jolly addressed the council expressing support of the proposed contract and subsequent water infrastructure improvement project. After discussion, Council Member Rambo moved to authorize Mayor Blackburn to sign the contract with Performance Services.
Second, by Council Member Teeselink
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink Yes, Council
Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
Water System Audit Progress Update (AUP) Mayor Blackburn advised that he received notice from Landmark CPA that the city has been released from the previously signed engagement letter. He has spoken with Berry and Associates who stated they are confident they can complete an agreed upon procedure by the end of the year.
Council Member Teeselink moved to have Berry and Associates perform an agreed upon procedure of the 2024 Water Fund.
Second, by Council Member Rambo.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
Standpipe Project — Mayor provided photos of the completed work to date. The construction phase is completed minus the ladder and painting. The primary contractor will not be subcontracting out the work on the vault but will be performing the work themselves.
Due to upgrading the valves to 6”, a change order in the amount of $8,000.00 was presented to the council for approval.
Council Member Smead moved the change order as presented. Second, bv Council Member Teeselink.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council
Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
CARDS Reimbursement for Benton County Dumpster Settlement- Mayor Blackburn reported he has spoken with Jason Fitzgerald who stated the matter is still being considered by his team.
ICS Account Approval- Mayor Blackburn advised that there has been an issue with the bank getting the previously approved funds moved from the ICS fund to CDs. He stated after analyzing the return on investment, it would be in the best interest of the city to leave the funds in the ICS account.
After discussion, Council Member Kitterman moved to leave the funds in the ICS account and not move it to CDs.

Second, by Council Member Smead.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
New Business
Road Work Bids — Bids from Cooper's Asphalt & Wells Asphalt Paving LLC were provided to the council. Roads included in the bids: 1. Mill St. 2. Dennis Mitchell 3. Ravenwood Ln. 4. Sugar Creek Rd. S. Main St.
6. Pinebrooke West 7. Mahurin Lane
Wells Asphalt $153,680.00- with Mahurin Ln to be paved.
Cooper's Asphalt $121,512.00- with Mahurin Ln to be chip and sealed.

After discussion, Council Member Kitterman moved to approve the proposed roads and to obtain a new bid from Wells that includes chip and sealing Mahurin Ln versus paving and then proceed with the lowest bid.
Second, by Council Member Teeselink.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
National Diaper Need Awareness Week, Proclamation- Proclamation was read by Recorder-Treasurer Christal Allen. Mayor Blackburn read an email he received from God's Pantry President James Jolly stating the organizations status with providing diaper needs to the community.
Council Member Kitterman moved to adopt the proposed proclamation. Second, by Council Member Rambo.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
New FOIA Changes- Mayor Blackburn advised that the Arkansas State Legislature passed new Freedom of Information Act guidelines which will be located in city hall.
Ordinance 219-Annexation of Frost Property-Mayor Blackburn introduced the proposed ordinance 219. Council Member Kitterman moved the proposed ordinance be read by title only.
Second, by Council Member Teeselink.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
Recorder-Treasurer Christal Allen read the proposed ordinance by title only.
Council member Kitterman moved to suspend the rule that the ordinance be read on three separate occasions.
Second, by Council Member Rambo.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.

Council Member Teeselink moved to approve proposed ordinance 219. Second, by Council Member Rambo.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
Ordinance 220-Governing Use of Artificial Intelligence- Mayor Blackburn introduced proposed ordinance 220.
Council Member Teeselink moved that the proposed ordinance be read by title only. Second, by Council Member Rambo.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
Recorder-Treasurer Christal Allen read proposed ordinance by title only.
Council Member Kitterman moved to suspend the rule that the ordinance be read on three separate occasions.
Second, by Council Member Teeselink.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
Council Member Kitterman moved to approve proposed ordinance 220. Second, by Council Member Teeselink.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
Council Member Teeselink moved to invoke the emergency clause. Second, by Council Member Rambo.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
Ordinance 221-Emension of Water Lines Outside City Limits- Mayor Blackburn introduced proposed ordinance 221.
Council Member Rambo moved proposed ordinance be read by title only. Second, by Council Member Teeselink.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
Recorder-Treasurer Christal Allen read proposed ordinance by title only.
Council Member Kitterman moved to suspend the rule that the ordinance be read on three separate occasions.
”	Second, by Council Member Teeselink.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council

Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
Council Member Smead moved to approve proposed ordinance 221. Second, by Council Member Teeselink
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.

Council Member Teeselink moved to invoke the emergency clause. Second, by Council Member Kitterman.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
July 2025 Financial Reports
Council Member Teeselink moved to approve the July 2025 financial reports as presented. Second, by Council Member Smead.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
Council Member Teeselink moved to extend the meeting by 15 minutes. Second, by Council Member Rambo.
All in favor, motion carried.
Mayor Blackburn called the meeting into executive session at 8:01PM to discuss personnel matters. Meeting called back in to order at 8:07PM.
Council Member Kitterman moved to approve a one-time payment in lieu of a raise for city hourly employees and Recorder-Treasurer.
Second, by Council Member Rambo.
Council Member Kitterman-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.
SEA


Adjournment
Council Member Rambo moved to adjourn. Second, by Council Member Teeselink.
All in favor, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:07PM.
Passed and approved this 9th day of September 2025.


Gary Blackburn
Approved, Mayor Gary Blackburn

Christal Allen
Attested, Recorder-Treasurer
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